BCRC Energy Committee
MINUTES

April 28, 2008

BCRC Offices - Bennington

Present:
Scott Printz, Bethany Olson, Janice Lerrigo, Rob Costantino, 



Bob Pinsonneault, Pete Webster, Jim Hand, Jim Sullivan (BCRC Staff)

I.
Minutes of March 10, 2008 meeting were approved. 

II.
Regional Energy Plan Update

The committee discussed the proposed update of the Regional Energy Plan, first developed in 1982 and re-adopted in 1986.  The update should include specific policies and recommendations with responsibilities for action indicated.
Jim Hand described an initiative being developed in Manchester dealing with re-usable bags and a shop local focus.  Such programs also can be used to increase overall awareness of energy issues and support ideas included in the energy plan.

It was noted that incentives for actions to conserve energy are much stronger today, due to higher – and rapidly rising – fuel costs than they were when the regional energy plan was first prepared.  Ideas such as programmable thermostats, an easy and very cost-effective home retrofit, should be advocated strongly (as in a recent initiative through the Manchester Challenge).

It was suggested that the plan update include scenarios and timeframes to get people to focus more clearly on the types of actions that will be necessary in the future.

An energy-related website targeted to Vermont towns is supposed to be online soon; that website should provide examples of what other towns are doing.

It was decided that the best way to proceed with the update of the energy plan is for everyone to read a few sections of the existing plan in advance of a meeting and then discuss those sections and the items that need to be updated.
Scott Printz noted that the plan also should include information on indirect energy usage and costs.  This information can then be expanded upon in a section dealing with choices – ie, consumer choices and support for a more locally-oriented economy.

Bob Pinsonneault suggested that people should submit comments on sections being reviewed in advance so that the meeting can be more structured and move along more efficiently.  

Committee members should read and comment on the first five sections prior to the next meeting; comments can be sent to Scott Printz or Jim Sullivan via email.

III.
Next Meeting


The next meeting of the Regional Energy Committee will be Monday, May 19 at 
4:30 PM at the Arlington Town Hall.
