Bennington Regional Energy Committee
MINUTES
January 15, 2008

Present:
Pete Webster, Scott Printz, Paul Myers, Bethany Olson, Jim Hand, 



Rob Costantino, Janice Lerrigo, Amy Moore, Bob Pinsonneault, 



Jim Sullivan (BCRC Staff)

Not Present:
Mike Oltedal, Peter Odierna, John Spencer

I.
Organization

After introductions and some discussion of the proper management of the Committee and the availability of people to serve as officers, Scott Printz agreed to serve as Chair, Pete Webster as Vice-Chair, and Paul Myers agreed to assist with communication and coordination.

II.
Role/Objective of the Committee

A thorough discussion of energy issues and opportunities led to several ideas for activities and objectives that the Committee could pursue:
· Identify different groups, organizations, and programs working in the area of energy conservation/efficiency and facilitate communication and coordination between them.

· Update the Regional Energy Plan; potential for use as a resource document by town energy committees.

· Undertake efforts to educate the public, local governments, and businesses about energy issues and programs (including Efficiency Vermont, which was identified as the type of program that could be expanded to include things other than electric efficiency), and opportunities to reduce energy use.

· Support efforts to develop regional renewable energy resources: biomass, wind, microhydro, solar, and conservation.


Next steps:

· Invite someone from the Windham Region to the next Committee meeting.  There has been some significant activity and progress with groups working together in Brattleboro and Windham County; perhaps we could follow a similar model.
· Review information from work that has been done in Portland, Maine (Scott Printz will send links to the Committee members) as well as information that has been developed by similar groups in Williamstown, Massachusetts.

· Read through the 1982 Regional Energy Plan and develop and outline for an update.

· Make a list of other organizations/groups/individuals working on energy issues in the area – obtain contact information.

III.
Next Meeting

Monday – February 11, 2008 – 4:30 PM


Arlington Town Hall
