Bennington Regional Energy Committee

MINUTES

October 6, 2008

4:30 PM

Arlington Town Hall

Present:
Scott Printz, Jesse Hebert, Jim Hand, Paul Myers, Bob Pinsonneault, Lissa Stark (BCRC),



Jim Sullivan (BCRC)

I.
Minutes of September 8, 2008 Meeting


Motion (Hand):  Approve as presented.  Second (Myers).  Passed unanimously.

II.
Vermont Yankee


Sullivan gave an overview of his recent meeting with Brian Cosgrove of Entergy regarding the Vermont Yankee nuclear plan.   Cosgrove gave an overview of the plant, its location, technology, history, and reasons for relicensing.  Sullivan asked a number of questions about the future of the industry, planning for increases in fuel costs, rate structures, and the recent accidents at the plant.  Cosgrove offered to make himself available should any questions or concerns arise in the coming months as the Legislature considers relicensing the plant.

III.
SVMC Central Boiler Plant


The committee discussed the recent BCRC and Bennington Town Energy Committee negotiations with SVMC regarding their Act 250 application for a new oil-fired central boiler unit.  A letter from BCRC reflecting the energy committee’s concerns and suggestions was accepted by SVMC (see attached) – they have agreed to do a comprehensive technical and economic study of the feasibility of a wood-based system, but will go ahead with the oil-based system now (it may become the back-up if the wood system is developed).   Concern was expressed that the oil-fired system might be found to be incompatible with a new wood-based system.  An Act 250 pre-hearing conference has been scheduled for Tuesday, October 14, at the Bennington Free Library.  BCRC is expected to reiterate the points in the letter and make it clear that it wants substantial input in the upcoming study.

IV.
Bennington’s Button-Up Workshop


Printz reported on the recent workshop held in Bennington.  A presentation of about two hours was followed by exhibits and demonstrations.  About 45 people were in attendance, although renters and lower-income residents did not appear to be well represented.  Another workshop is scheduled in Bennington and will be held at the Career Development Center.  Additional workshops are scheduled in Manchester, Peru/Londonderry, and Pownal.

Hebert described educational efforts at MAU HS regarding conservation and energy issues; he is hoping to develop a new course and train students in this field.

V.
Regional Energy Plan

Sullivan reviewed a short outline of how he envisions a 30+ user-friendly energy plan might look.  Additional information can be referenced or included in an appendix, but there is a need to keep the plan short, focused on key issues, and easily readable.  One idea is to have these sections:  Introduction, Energy Today, Energy Tomorrow, Living With Less Energy, and Conclusions and Recommendations.  The plan would include discussions of how energy is used and should be used in various activities at the individual, business/organizational, and government levels.  Committee members were invited to submit ideas for a detailed outline.  Volunteers willing to write or provide detailed information on a section will be recruited at the next meeting.  Sullivan can write the actual text and pull the document together.  It was suggested that input also be solicited from town energy committees around the region.

VI.
NEXT MEETING


Monday, November 10 – Arlington Town Hall – 4:30 PM.

