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May 2009 Bennington County Regional Commission
111 South Street Suite 203, Bennington, Vermont 05201 (802) 442-0713

Website

New and Improved

The BCRC website located
at  www.bcrevt.com  has
been completely redesigned
and now includes many
new features.

Plans & Zoning Bylaws
Town Plan Updates

The BCRC has recently as-
sisted the Towns of Dorset,
Sandgate, Sunderland, and
Woodford with updates to
their Town Plans.

Emergency Management
Fluvial Erosion Hazards

Of all the natural hazards
experienced in Vermont,
flooding is the most fre-
quent, damaging, and
costly. Over the last 50
years, flood related dam-
ages have cost Vermonters
an average of $14 million
per year. While some of
these flood losses are due to
inundation, most flood
losses in  Vermont are
caused by fluvial erosion.
Fluvial erosion is caused by
rivers and streams that are
experiencing stream chan-
nel instability. Fluvial ero-
sion can range from gradual
bank erosion to catastrophic
changes in river channel
location and dimension dur-
ing flood events.

FEH Planning

In 2008, the BCRC re-
ceived a grant through the
Vermont Department of
Emergency Management to
perform fluvial related pre-
disaster mitigation planning
projects. Some of these
funds were used by BCRC
to perform a Phase 1 Geo-
morphic Assessment of the
Hoosic River in Pownal.
Consultants were hired to
perform Phase 2 Geomor-
phic Assessments of the
Hoosic River and The
Roaring and Fayville
Branches in Arlington and
Sunderland. The data col-
lected through these studies
has enabled the BCRC and
the Vermont River Manage-
ment Program to compile
draft Fluvial Erosion Haz-
ard (FEH) Zones for the
Hoosic River, the Batten
Kill and its major tributar-
ies. We are now in the
midst of an FEH public out-
reach and education cam-
paign and several work-
shops have been scheduled
in Pownal, Arlington, Sun-
derland and Rupert. Con-
tact Jim Henderson for
more information about
Fluvial Erosion Hazards or
the science of geomorphol-
ogy at 442-0456 or
jhenderson@bcrevt.org.

Hazard Mitigation Planning
The BCRC is in the process
of assisting municipalities
with updates to the regional
Hazard Mitigation Plan,
which includes municipal
annexes. Current plans
were adopted by munici-
palities and FEMA in 2005
and will expire in 2010.
Having an approved Hazard
Mitigation Plan enables
municipalities to be eligible
for PDM-c and other
grants. Contact Lissa Stark
for more info at 442-0438
or Istark@bcrcvt.org.

Emergency
Planning

The BCRC™=="
provides tech-

nical support and assistance
to the Local Emergency
Planning Committee
(LEPC). The LEPC meets
bi-monthly and is currently
involved in Commodities
Points of Distribution Plan-
ning, issuing ID badges to
first responders, and emer-
gency response exercising.

Regional Coordination

The BCRC has assumed
additional responsibility for
regional collaboration in
emergency management.
Contact Lissa at 442-0438
or Istark@bcrcvt.org.




Solid Waste

& Compost
Compost Bin Sale

The BCRC is of-
fering  Kitchen
Compost Collector Bins for
a reduced price of $10 each.
A limited supply of bins is
still available at the BCRC
office. Call ahead to ensure
availability - 442-0713.

Solid Waste Plans

The 8-Town Solid Waste
Implementation Plan was
adopted in 2008 to meet a
solid waste planning re-
quirement set forth by the
VT Agency of Natural Re-

sources. The 8 towns are:
Arlington, Dorset, Man-
chester, Pownal, Rupert,

Sandgate, Shaftsbury, and
Sunderland. The BCRC is
currently assisting the
Town of Stamford with the
final draft of their SWIP.

Website

A website has been devel-
oped for the 8 Towns in the
SWIP. The website in-
cludes information on recy-
cling, transfer station hours
and policies, hazardous
waste, reuse options, and
much more. Visit
www.bcrcsolidwaste.com
for more information.

Household Hazardous Waste

The BCRC will continue to
manage the Household
Hazardous Waste collection
events for the Towns of Ar-
lington, Dorset, Manches-

ter, Rupert, Sandgate, and
Sunderland. 2009 events
will be held on Saturday,
May 16 and Saturday, Oc-
tober 17. Both events will
be held in Arlington from
8AM until Noon. For more
information, visit
www.bcrcsolidwaste.com.

Transportation
Enhancement Grants

Transportation Enhance-
ment Grants have been re-
ceived by the Town of
Shaftsbury for Cleveland
Ave sidewalk improve-
ments, North Bennington
for intersection improve-
ments, and Old Bennington
for Monument Ave pedes-
trian improvements.

Public Transit
Services and Grants

The BCRC is working with
the Green Mountain Com-
munity Network and its
partner agencies on the an-
nual application for funding
to the Vermont Agency of
Transportation. Funding is
utilized by the regional
public transit provider to
provide fixed route, de-
mand-response, and other
transportation services
throughout Bennington
County. Visit
www.greenmtncn.org  for
current schedules.

On-going activities include
regular correspondence
with VTrans and GMCN

regarding public transit is-
sues, short range transit
planning, GMCN support,
and transit facility planning.

Municipal Grants
Municipal Planning Grants

Bennington and Sandgate
have received municipal
planning grants for town
plan updates. Municipali-
ties with approved plans are
eligible to apply.

Energy Grants
The BCRC is assisting the
Town of Woodford in se-
curing a grant for energy
efficiency building im-
provements to the Town
Office.

—
Western
Corridor

Management Plan

A multimodal Western Cor-
ridor Transportation Man-
agement Plan is currently a
subject receiving great at-
tention in western Ver-
mont.

The Regional Planning
Commissions and the Ver-
mont Agency of Transpor-
tation have recognized this
need for some time now,
and have been working ac-
cordingly. The reasoning
behind this study is to as-
certain what the needs of
the rail and highway infra-
structure in western Ver-
mont will be over the next
20 years, as well as how to
best combat them.




The main focus is the US
Route 7 corridor, as well as
the rail that parallels the
highway. Planning for
these improvements will
benefit both infrastructure
and operations and, in the
long run, heighten eco-
nomic development oppor-
tunities along the corridor.

W The connectivity
mthat is provided
- by the facilities
of US Route 7 is of para-
mount importance to the
state, as well as the Ben-
nington County re-
gion. The corridor is just
less than 200 miles in
length, stretching from
Canada to Massachusetts,
and close to 40 of these
miles are in the Bennington

County region.
E—

For detailed info, wisit
www.vtwesterncorridor.org.

The BCRC encourages you
to take advantage of two
ways to involve yourself in
the development of the
Western Corridor Transpor-
tation Management Plan. A
short survey has been con-
structed to ascertain public
sentiment of the Western
Corridor.  The survey is
available online at
www.vtwesterncorridor.org.

A public meeting will be
held June 3™ at 7:00 pm in
Manchester Village

(Equinox Hotel, Benning-
ton Room). Please take
part in this exciting
study. The outcome has
large implications for the
future of the US 7 corridor
and western Vermont.

Energy Planning

Regional Energy Plan

The BCRC’s energy com-
mittee has been meeting
monthly for over a year,
encouraging and promoting
energy conservation, and
most recently, researching
and drafting a comprehen-
sive regional energy plan.

The last energy plan for
Bennington County was
prepared in 1982, and given
last year’s run-up in energy
prices and the current em-
phasis on conservation and
renewable energy resources
at the state and federal lev-
els, an update is urgently
needed.

The new energy plan will
include an Introduction that
provides a broad overview
of the nature of energy and
objectives for our region, a
section — Energy Today —
that describes current en-
ergy use and issues, and a
comprehensive  discussion
of Energy Tomorrow, ad-
dressing the fact that our
energy options will be
much more limited in the
future.

The plan observes that our

society has flourished over
the past 100 years on a
profligate diet of nonrenew-
able fossil fuels. The plan
states that reducing total
energy use and developing
local renewable energy
sources will take time, and
that transition needs to be-
gin now.
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A final draft of the plan is
expected within the next
two months. The energy
committee meets monthly.
Contact Jim Sullivan at
jsullivan@bcrevt.org.

Calendar

of Events

e 5/14 - 10:00AM Regional
Public Transit Advisory

Committee Mtg, BCRC.

e 5/21 - 5:00PM BCRC Com-
mission Mtg at West Moun-
tain Inn, Arlington.

e 6/2 - 8AM-4PM Disaster
Workshop for Road Crews,
Howe Ctr, Rutland.

e 6/3-7:00PM Western Corri-
dor Mtg, Equinox Hotel,
Manchester.

e 6/9-12:00Noon Transporta-
tion Advisory Committee
Mtg, Arlington Town Office.
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